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much at heart. But to the general surprise
" he sat brooding and silent except for a brief
statement which he read from paper, regretting
that he was in a minority of one and declaring
that he was unwilling to discuss the matter
further." l
He had put into his minute every argument
that he could bring to bear; there was nothing
to add, nothing to retract. The fact that he
read out his final words from a paper proves
that he knew the majority would be against
him, and therefore he considered that further
argument was useless. He had made up his
mind that if the Home Government supported
Curzon he would resign and wash his hands of
a responsibility which he considered unfair.
Perhaps, too, he was a little afraid of being
drawn into a discussion; Curzon's quickness
and skill in debate were well known, and in
cross-examination he might extract some ad-
mission which could be turned to his own ad-
vantage. He may also have wished to show
that he would not consent to be brow-beaten or
heckled before a crowd of civilians who, in his
opinion, had no right to decide on a military
subject.
In accordance with Kitchener's prediction
the voting was unanimous against him. In due
course a despatch was sent to Downing Street
recording the opinion of the Governor-General
in Council.
The final decision now lay with the Cabinet,
and unfortunately it took the form of a com-
1 Ronaldshay, II, p. 377.